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A group of aviation enthusiasts
around the province are helping
the region’s youngest aviator from
Waterville to mend his broken
wings and fly again, after his
airplane got badly damaged in a
windstorm last October.
“We’re super keen to support

him. I think what he’s doing is just
extraordinary for a young per-
son,” said Jeremy Dann, a mem-
ber of the Kings Aviators. “We
have to do what we can to keep
young aviators going. There’s not
as many as there used to be, so we
all just really want to support him
any way we can,” said Dann, who
used to be a flight instructor at
the Waterville airport before it
closed.
Dann and some other local

hobby aviators started a crowd-
funding campaign called Jordan’s
Broken Wings (gofundme.com/
jordans-broken-wings) to assist
Jordan Reimer, 18, fund the ne-
cessary repairs to his beloved
second-hand 2009 Challenger II
C-IIOE advanced ultralight plane.
In the campaign’s first month,
$4,000 of a $5,500 goal was
raised.
The two-seater aircraft was

parked in the field beside his
father’s farm until fierce winds
dragged it upside down, with the
concrete blocks that anchored it
to the ground still attached. Re-
imer had only purchased the
plane last spring as a fixer-upper
and flew it all last summer, but it

wasn’t insured for the extensive
damage it incurred.
“It was the worst time of my

life,” Reimer told the Valley Har-
vester. “I’d always tell my buddies
life couldn’t be better because I
have a plane right next door.”
Reimer said he really appreciates
the support of the local aviation
community, both with funding
and the know-how they’re passing
on. “They’re a great group of
people. Even though they’re older
than me, it doesn’t matter.

They’ve given me a big boost,” he
said. Because his plane is a com-
mon model, it makes it easier to
source parts locally, too.
Reimer is doing the repairs in

the family farm’s heated shop
because he doesn’t have a hangar.
He said he’ll know by the end of
March whether he’ll be able to fly
again this year, maybe as early as
May.
“So far, so good,” said Reimer.

“I got the wing that was the most
badly damaged and built a new

one; that’s ready for fabric. I’ve
done some repairs to the fusel-
age,” he said. “I’ll have to do a
thorough inspection when I’m
done. There are so many little
parts.” Recovering and painting
the plane are the biggest ex-
penses, he said.
Reimer developed his interest

in flying when he used to ride his
bike to the former Waterville
airport. He struck up friendships
with the pilots, who would let him
ride once in a while, and he star-

ted building model planes. Re-
imer started the process of getting
his pilot’s licence when he was 15
years old, but a technicality of an
hour’s flying time prevented him
from finally getting it for two
more years at the age of 17.
Although he’s taken steps to

become a pilot, being a commer-
cial jet pilot isn’t his career path as
it is with other young aviators,
said Reimer. “It looks interesting,
but I still like the little ones better.
Flying for me is a fun thing. In
those big jets, you’re just typing
into computers and only hand-
flying a little bit here and there,”
he said.
His parents own Reimer Gar-

dens, farming raspberries, blue-
berries and strawberries with
commercial and pick-your-own
crops, as well as potted rose
plants. “I plan on carrying on with
that. Airplanes, I think, will al-
ways be my winter job,” he said.
“I’m not a big fan of the lifestyle
of a commercial pilot, always
going somewhere.”
Reimer said he feels a change

in himself when he climbs into
the plane and latches the door.
“I always tell people they don’t

know me until you’ve flown with
me,” he said. “When that door
shuts, nothing else matters. In
general, it’s great in life to have
that time where you shut your
door and nothing matters but
what you’re doing right now,” he
said. “I love the freedom when I
pull back on the stick and fly off.”

Young Valley aviator
gets spirits lifted

Shown here is Jordan Reimer in his Challenger II C-IIOE advanced ultralight plane in late
summer 2018. Contributed

HEATHERDESVEAUX
hdesveaux@gmail.com

The Rosemary Chapter of IODE
has been serving western Anna-
polis Valley communities for 100
years. It’s the only chapter of the
organization remaining in the
Valley and the members want
people to know their organization
is alive and well and actively
seeking new members.
The IODE is dedicated to

improving the quality of life for
children, youth, seniors and oth-
ers in the community. It was first
formed in Fredericton, N.B., in
January 1900 as a federation of
women to promote patriotism,

loyalty and service to others. Now,
119 years after its formation, it
remains one of the few women-
only organizations in Canada.
Each year, the Rosemary

Chapter of IODE supports local
food banks, provides bursaries to
local students and more. They
decorate the graves of local fallen
war veterans for Remembrance
Day, upholding the original goal
of patriotism to the nation.
While many people in the

Valley recognize the value of local
volunteers, some groups have
seen a decline in membership
over the last decade. Such is the
case with the Rosemary Chapter
of IODE. With the membership
aging, they are finding it a chal-
lenge to attract new members,
according to president Shelley
Reycraft. Also, Reycraft says,
there seems to be misinformation
out there about what exactly
IODE does.
“So many people that I have

talked with about IODE in the
community and surrounding area
seem to think we are some type of

cult,” said Reycraft. She said she
has been told, “We don’t want
your religion.” So, Reycraft and
member Valerie Davies took it
upon themselves to dispel the
myths surrounding the IODE.
IODE is not a secret organiza-

tion and it is not a religious organ-
ization, although they do some-
times say a short non-denomina-
tional prayer during meetings.
They are a patriotic organization,
singing O Canada at the begin-
ning of each meeting.
But what they mostly are is a

group of women who get together
once a month, making lasting
friendships and raising money for
worthy causes in the community
and across the province.
Each year, they hold two rum-

mage sales (in the spring and fall).
They use the funds they make
there to support the veterans’ unit
at Soldiers’ Memorial Hospital,
school lunch programs, provide
bursaries to local high school and
community college students and

More than meets the eye with IODE
Rosemary
Chapter
supports local
community
causes

The Rosemary Chapter of IODE was formed in 1919. President
Shelley Reycraft (left) is shown here with member Valerie
Davies holding the original charter of the group. Davies has
been a member of the chapter for more than 25 years and,
before that, was an active member of another chapter. The
Rosemary Chapter is actively recruiting new members.

Lynn Moar

LYNNMOAR
editor@southshorebreaker.ca

IODE - Page 2

BIZET’S CARMEN
Met Opera Stage to Screen
Saturday March 16 at 2:00pm

ROYAL WOOD
Prolific songwriter, proclaimed as one of Canada’s
major talents by critics, fans, and the industry alike.

Royal will perform with his band.
Opening the show is special guest KERRI OUGH.

Sunday March 17 at 2:00pm

KING’S THEATRE SOCIETY
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Thursday March 21 at 7:00pm

IF BEALE STREET
COULD TALK

King’s Film Society Presentation
Academy award for Best Supporting Actress

(Regina King)
Tuesday March 26 at 7:30pm

ALICE’S ADVENTURES
IN WONDERLAND

Young Company Productions directed by Linda
Hulme Leahy and Simon Bonnington

Friday March 29 & Saturday March 30 at 7:00pm,
Sunday March 31 at 2:00pm

THE LEGO MOVIE 2:
THE SECOND PART

Friday April 5 at 7:00pm & Saturday April 6 at 2:00pm

Thanks to ourWinter-Spring Live Show Sponsors:
Brown Bros. Excavating,Acadian Seaplants,

RBC, Ultramar & Cabbioke by NSLC

Box Office: 902-532-7704 Info Line: 902-532-5466
Weekly newsletter sign-up: www.kingstheatre.ca

www.facebook.com/KingsTheatreAnnapolisRoyal
209 St George St, Annapolis Royal, NS

TEL: 902-678-1125 • KENTVILLE, NS • WWW.KENTANDDUFFETT.CA

• ACCOUNTING, AUDITING & TAXATION SERVICES
• BUSINESS ADVISORY SERVICES • ESTATE & SUCCESSION PLANNING

• BOOKKEEPING FOR SMALL BUSINESS
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HAROLD B. DUFFETT,
MBA, CPA, CA, CBV

ANDREW FORSE,
CPA, CA

BETH CROSBY,
CPA, CA

STEPHANIE SMITH,
CPA

YOUR PARTNERS IN BUSINESS


